
 

  AUGUST 2015  

  Bookmobile Every Thursday 10-11:15am 

    5    Development Review Committee 2pm 

 11   Budget Workshop #2 6:30pm                                

 17  Regular Commission Meeting 7pm 

   19   Code Compliance Hearing 2pm 

   25   P&Z Meeting 7pm  
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 SEPTEMBER 2015 

 2   Development Review Committee 2pm 

 7   Labor Day Town Hall Closed  

16  Code Compliance Hearing 2pm 

15  First Budget Hearing 6:30pm 

15 Regular Commission Meeting  
  Immediately following Budget Hearing 

22  P & Z Meeting 7pm     

29  Final Budget Hearing 6:30pm 

Dear Neighbors, 

 

Summer continues to be a busy time of the year at Town Hall, and there are a number of issues that continue to be moni-

tored, addressed, and discussed at the Commission level.  I encourage everyone to stay informed and to attend as many 

budget workshops and Commission meetings as possible. If you are unable to attend a meeting, the meeting briefing 

packets can be found on the Town's website for your review, and a hard copy is always available for review at Town 

Hall. The following is a list of the "hot topic" items before the Town Commission:  
 

1. Under-grounding overhead power lines and utilities  

2. EMS/ambulance service  

3. Ocean Avenue storm water drainage  

4. Utility Taxes to pay for large capital projects and possible overhead utility conversion  

5. Road resurfacing and striping  

6. Amplified music  

 

Regarding the Town's consideration to start an EMS (Emergency Medical Service), town staff has been performing due 

diligence to vet the program, and the proposed budget for the program. Peer review and consultation has been received 

from multiple outside professionals who have years of experience in providing EMS. The Town has received $175,000 

in private donations toward the purchase of a new ambulance, should the Commission formally decide to begin this pro-

gram. The financials tell us that we can offer this service at the same price or less than our current EMS service with the 

City of Riviera Beach. I would like to note that the City of Riviera Beach has provided excellent service to the Town 

over the years, however, this program would double the response capabilities on the island.  Having our own ambulance 

located in the heart of our small community, staffed 24/7, would reduce response time and potentially save lives. 

Minutes and seconds are key to saving a life.  The Town has applied for its formal C.O.C.P.N. Permit with Palm Beach 

County. This approval is required for a municipality to provide EMS. The County Commission plans to consider the 

Town's application on August 18 (when available, details will be posted on the Town website).  

 

As you see, there is a lot going on at Town Hall, and we hope you will all stay informed and involved in the process.  

 

Very sincerely, 

John M. Workman, Mayor 



 

 

                 

 

 

                     
 

 

Recently PBS officers arrested a juvenile for stealing a bicycle.  The owner of the bicycle had left it unlocked on the side-

walk while they went down to the beach.   As a reminder here are some tips to help keep your bike safe and secure. 

 

DO always lock your bike.  

This sounds simple, but even in places where it seems like it would be okay to keep it unlocked — like in your backyard, 

the hallway of your apartment building, or your porch — there’s a chance of getting your unlocked bike stolen.  When you 

stop in somewhere, and you can’t take your bike inside, always lock it up, even if you are going to be away from your 

bike for a moment. 

 

DO lock it to something solid.  

Always lock your bike to the sturdiest object that you can find.  If you lock up to a signpost, it is possible for a tall thief to 

take the top of the sign off and pull your bike over the top (it has happened before.)  Ideally, you would lock to a bike 

rack, but in our less than perfect world, you have to make do. 

 

DON’T use cable locks. 

Cable locks are flexible and can make it easier to lock your bike in awkward situations, but they can be cut quickly with 

bolt cutters or a hacksaw. They may keep honest people honest, but are little deterrence for someone intent on stealing 

your bike.  Get a U-lock or a hefty bike chain. 

 

DO record the serial number for your bike.   

The police department has a bicycle registration program.  We will record the information on your bike and provide a 

numbered decal to place on the bike.  If your bike is stolen, the number will help us return the bike to you.  Call the police 

department at 844-3456 for more information on registration. 

 POLICE CHIEF, Duncan Young 

 FIRE CHIEF, Randy Walker 

We are saddened to report the passing of one of our Town volunteer firefighters, Herman Korpi. A town resident,  

Herman was very devoted to the fire department and his gentle nature and infectious smile will be greatly missed.  

During the summer months, many residents enjoy the outdoors and in particular grilling outdoors.  To avoid 

a potential problem while cooking outdoors with a grill, the Palm Beach Shores Volunteer Fire Department 

   would suggest these safety tips: 
 

 Never leave a barbecue grill unattended. 

 Place the grill away from siding and under eaves of the building. Do not use on a porch or balcony. 

 Have a 3’ “kid free zone” around the grill. 

 Use long handled grilling tools to give the chef plenty of clearance from the heat and flames. 

 If a person catches their clothing on fire, remember, STOP, DROP, and ROLL. 

Charcoal Grills: 

 Always use the proper starter fluid. 

 Never add starter fluid after coals have been 

ignited. 

 Dispose of charcoal coals only after they are 

cool. 

Propane or Gas Grills: 

 Check the propane cylinder hose for 

leaks before using. 

 If you have a gas leak, and there is no 

flame, turn off the propane tank and grill.  

If the leak stops, have the grill serviced 

by a professional.  If the leak does not 

stop, call the fire department. 

 If you smell a strong gas odor while 

cooking, immediately get away from the 

grill and call the fire department. 

 Never store propane cylinders in build-

ings or garages. 

We hope these safety tips will allow  

you to enjoy a safe and happy summer. 



 

 
 

 

Yes, it really is getting to be “that” time again!  It appears the 2016 election cycle is going to be different than the ones in the 

past, based on changes through the Supervisor of Elections (SOE) office.  In order to coincide the March 15, 2016 PBC mu-

nicipal elections with the upcoming Presidential Preference Primary (PPP), the timeline for our 2016 election has been 

changed.  Qualifying for the Town would usually occur the end of January and first of February, 2016; however, due to the 

new PPP date, the qualifying period has been moved back to the end of November, 2015.  Also, any questions for the March 

15, 2016 ballot must be in the office of the SOE by December 11, 2015. 

 

This has also created challenges with having any changes to the Charter on an upcoming ballot.  There will be no municipal 

elections this November, 2015 due to the SOE’s office having upgrades and general maintenance on all their equipment for 

the 2016 election. The Commission addressed this at the July 20, 2015 Commission meeting and determined that since so 

many of our residents are still “up north” and not able to attend any workshops on the Charter revisions until later this year, 

any Charter question(s) will be moved to the November 2016 election. This change will give everyone an opportunity to 

attend and be more involved in the workshops on any potential Charter amendments.  

 

 

The beach boardwalk construction is off  to a great start, despite the extreme heat and our 

typical afternoon Florida rain showers. The scope of work being performed includes re-

placing the broken posts with new ones, installing new hand rails and benches, repairing 

decking and or replacing damaged sections, applying deck stain to all exposed pressure 

treated wood, repairing all electrical lines and outlets, and repairing the water line that 

services the shower on the beach.  Because of the harsh elements and the location of the 

boardwalk, all of the hardware and fasteners being used for this project are made of stain-

less steel.   

The primary focus for this project is to keep the beach boardwalk safe for all Town residents and visitors. We anticipate 

the project being completed by the end of August, and we apologize for the inconvenience closing this beach access has 

caused.  When the project is completed it will add to the existing beauty of our beach landscape, and your Public Works 

Staff is committed to keeping it maintained.  Thank you for your patience.   

 

 

As always this time of year, while many of you are swimming in the Atlantic, staff is drowning in numbers!  Each year we 

get asked why we prepare the budget when many of our residents are away in the summer.  Unfortunately, our timeline is 

dictated by other legislative agencies, and totally out of our control.  In an effort to keep everyone involved we post all 

budget documents on the Town website, and offer on-line participation via “GoToMeeting”.   
 

Once again we have the unfortunate distinction of being one of the municipalities with the lowest increase in taxable value, 

with a minimal increase of 1.29%.  Although single family residential values increased in PBS by 5.4% and multi family by 

10.2%, the value of timeshares dropped by 3.7%.  Timeshares make up 45% of the Town’s taxable values therefore dramati-

cally impact the overall taxable value of the Town.   
 

As a measure to provide a more diversified revenue source, the Commission approved first reading of a utility tax ordinance; 

second reading is scheduled for approval at the August Commission meeting.  Utility taxes are a stable revenue stream 

which can be levied as a user fee for utility services.  Discussion has centered on using this additional revenue source for 

major capital projects, and as a possible stop-gap if we continue to lag in the fiscal recovery most other government agencies 

are experiencing.   
 

We are currently juggling numerous time sensitive and time consuming priorities, and we respectfully request your patience 

and understanding when we are required to reprioritize and redirect resources, including personnel.   If you have a matter 

that seems to be unaddressed, or not proceeding in what you feel is a timely manner, please inquire the status.  Many times 

things are in the works, or unanticipated roadblocks have come up, and I would love the opportunity to provide clarification.   

 

 TOWN MANAGER, Cindy Lindskoog 

 TOWN CLERK, Evyonne Browning 

 PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR, Alan Welch 



 

WRITE:  If you have any concerns or just want 
your voice to be heard, you can write your 
Commissioners at the following email address-
es: 
 

Mayor John M. Workman 
  jworkman@pbstownhall.org 

Vice Mayor Myra Koutzen 
  mkoutzen@pbstownhall.org 

Commissioner Lisa A. Tropepe 
  ltropepe@pbstownhall.org 

Commissioner Roby DeReuil 
  robyd@bellsouth.net 

Commissioner Thomas R. Sullivan 
  tsullivan1371@att.net 

  
You can also write or call:  
      247 Edwards Lane, 844-3457 or 

e-mail to:  news@pbstownhall.org 

Town of Palm Beach Shores 

247 Edwards Lane 

Palm Beach Shores, FL 33404 

Mayor John Workman, Commissioner Lisa Tropepe, Commissioner 
Thomas Sullivan, Vice Mayor Myra Koutzen, Commissioner Roby 

DeReuil 

      PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

                      Myra Koutzen 
 
 

Hello POA Members, 

 
While we are enjoying our quiet summer, it is a good time to plan 

for next year.  Please let me know if you are interested in joining 

the POA Board for 2016; we need new officers including a Presi-

dent, Secretary, and Treasurer.  The Environmental Committee wel-

comes new members who are interested in working with staff to 

beautify our Best Little Town.   The POA serves an important edu-

cational and social function and we need YOU to keep it going.  

Call me.  

 Reminder Check List  - Beach Passes  
 Bring in ID  

 License plate number to the vehicle your sticker will be on 

 If you are a renter please bring in a copy of your current 

lease 

 Each household is entitled to purchase one permit 

“sticker” per vehicle, and one household guest card per-

mit per household 

 Fee remains $10 per pass, sticker & card 

 Permits must be affixed to the right-rear 

bumper of the registered vehicle 

 No overnight parking is allowed  

 

 
 

EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1st      

GUESTS ATTENDING COMMUNITY CENTER EVENTS  

will be issued a temporary event parking permit which must be 

displayed in the rear window of their vehicle.   
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